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CameraÂ .Monday,
June 13, 2009 In 1974,
NASA announced that
it had discovered the

first planet with
conditions that might

allow life. Found by the
so-called radial velocity
method, the planet was
named Kepler-10b. "If

a carbon-based life

                             2 / 18



 

form like ourselves
could evolve elsewhere
in the universe, it would

be based on elements
similar to those found

on the sun," said project
scientist William

Borucki, of the NASA
Ames Research Center

in Mountain View,
Calif. "Finding a second

                             3 / 18



 

Earth would establish
the reality of life
outside the solar

system. For more than a
decade, we have been

measuring the
brightness of a star

about 1,200 light-years
from the sun." The

planet, Borucki
explained, was found
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"because it periodically
drops out of orbit,

crossing the face of its
star and briefly

dimming the star's
brightness. That odd
behaviour shows it
tugging on the star's
outer layers. It's a

forced oscillation."
Kepler-10b is the third
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rocky planet to be
discovered by NASA's
Kepler mission, which
is searching for planets
the size of the Earth by

measuring dips in a
star's brightness. "This

planet's extreme
habitability conditions

are a strong indicator of
what else may be out
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there," said Borucki. "In
fact, in our results from
the last few weeks, the
number of potentially
habitable planets has
doubled, and that's a

good start." "The
Kepler mission has

exceeded our
expectations of finding
more Earth-like planets,
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and we are now using
these planets as

stepping stones to begin
understanding the kinds

of life-supporting
atmospheres on worlds
out there," said Harvard

astronomer Gregory
Laughlin. "We will

determine if they are
'Goldilocks' planets –
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not too small, not too
big, just right." The

planets found so far are
at least six times larger
than Earth. Kepler-10b
is only five times larger,
at more than a third of
the distance from its

star as Earth is from the
sun. Borucki estimates
that there are likely to
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be more than a
thousand Earth-sized
planets around other

stars. It is the first one
to have a short orbital

period (less than 4
days). "We know the
size of the Earth from

geological and
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Dirty Den with Gita

Octavia (2011).
Escaping from the

murder attempt in a
bulletproof car, he

picked up a�.
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