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associated with treatment of
disability in children with
cancer. Food insecurity and diet
diversity have been shown to
have an influence on nutritional
outcomes, but it 1s not known if
these factors affect the
nutritional status of children
with cancer. The objective of
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this study was to test if the
feeding practices of food
insecure families were
associated with nutritional
outcomes and if feeding
practices could explain
differences 1n nutrition status.
Eligible children aged 2-20 years
with cancer, admitted to St. Jude
Children's Research Hospital,
were recruited to participate
between December 2007 and
September 2009. Two-day
dietary recalls were completed
prior to treatment and during the
final month of treatment. The
child's weight, height, and bone
age were recorded at intake.
Twenty-two percent of children
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were found to be underweight.
The mean intake of energy,
protein, zinc, phosphorus, and
iron was significantly lower than
the recommended amounts at
intake and during the final
month of treatment. However,
the mean intake of calcium and
vitamin C was significantly
higher than the recommended
amounts at intake and at the
final month of treatment.
Families reported difficulties
with food access, including
finding food at home, paying for
food, and acquiring food at a
supermarket. Additionally, there
was a trend toward
underreporting of some foods.
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Food 1nsecurity was associated
with weight, height, and Tanner
staging and was able to explain
some of the difference in
nutrition status by Tanner stage.
This study provides the first
description of food insecurity
and diet diversity on the
nutritional status of children
with cancer. Given the
relationship between food
insecurity f30f4ceada
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