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through 1994. Rates of in-hospital and 30-day
mortality were compared among general
hospital discharges between hospitals with
similar geographic characteristics: rural facilities
in the state that were more than 25 miles from
an urban/suburban hospital in the same county;
rural hospitals in the same county in the same
state that were located more than 25 miles from
another rural facility in the same county; and
urban/suburban hospitals in the same county in
the same state. The in-hospital mortality rate
(6.2%) for all hospitals was lower than the
30-day mortality rate (7.8%) for all hospitals.
For rural hospitals, in-hospital mortality rates
(6.5%) were lower than the 30-day mortality
rates (8.0%), but the difference was not
statistically significant. Rural hospitals in the
same county with a rural institution in
Pennsylvania were not more likely to have a
higher in-hospital (odds ratio 1.16; 95% CI 0.61,
2.21) or 30-day (odds ratio 0.92; 95% CI 0.58,
1.48) mortality rate than rural hospitals in the
same state. However, urban/suburban hospitals
in the same
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