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The invention relates generally to message routing in a mobile communication network. Mobile communication networks are rapidly evolving to provide seamless mobile access to Internet services. Particularly,
the 3GPP (3rd Generation Partnership Project) system based on the “IMS (IP Multimedia Subsystem)” technical specification is providing the convergence between communications networks and data networks.
The IMS provides an architecture for managing multimedia communication sessions in a packet-switched domain. The IMS network is an all packet-switched network where user plane traffic, including signalling
and media, is routed based on the Session Initiation Protocol (SIP) protocol. FIG. 1 illustrates a generic communications network 10 in which a user device 16, a service server 18 and other network elements are
coupled via an IP network or communications link 12. The user device 16 may be a terminal such as a mobile telephone or a computer with IP capability. The service server 18 may be a web server hosted on a
computer network which provides internet access to the user device 16. SIP is a protocol for creating, modifying, and terminating multimedia communication sessions. A communications session can be created
when a user device 16 initiates a call to a particular destination. Using a SIP INVITE message, the user device 16 can request information about the routing of the call and can provide the routing information in a
SIP 200 OK message. The communications session continues until the user device 16 disconnects. The session may also be terminated by the user device 16 or by the service server 18. A SIP request message

includes various fields such as the destination address or “From” address and the “To” address. SIP responds with a Session Description which includes the called party address and a SIP “Session Progress”
message to indicate the state of the session. SIP response messages include “200 OK” or “404 Not Found”. The SIP 200 OK message includes a Uniform Resource Identifier (URI) which has a format that is used

to identify resources from servers in the Internet. For example, the URI may include the SIP URI for the called party's terminal, including the IP address for the terminal. The SIP 200 OK message also includes
other protocol parameters for the call such as the “Call-ID”, the “CSeq”, the “Call-Info” and the “Call-Features”. The SIP 200 OK message can also include
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