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========================================== The participants in the online survey had many
different professions and came from different countries. We believe that this combination of characteristics adds to the

generalizability of our study. To address potential bias, we performed an internal validity check. Although there was a major
difference between the country of the participants and the place of taking the survey, there was only slight difference
between the respondents of the different professions. As the response rate was high, our study is representative of the
participating practices and countries, and we have no reason to believe that our conclusions would differ if we were to
study a more heterogeneous group. Our study has the limitation that it was an online survey and that to complete the
survey the participants needed an Internet connection. Although this convenience of the method may have biased the

results, it has been shown that an online questionnaire (compared to a paper-and-pencil questionnaire) is less prone to bias
and provides a better response.[@b41-cia-13-201],[@b42-cia-13-201] We decided to use Internet to collect our data due to

the logistical problem with obtaining informed consent for a paper-and-pencil questionnaire. We used pre-printed online
questionnaires to reduce possible introduction of bias and to collect data with no missing data. It has been suggested that
Internet-based surveys show a higher response rate than surveys that are conducted by mail.[@b43-cia-13-201] Previous

studies that used an online questionnaire to collect data among lay people have shown that the response rate of
participants was approximately 15% and that it was the fastest method to reach a target

population.[@b42-cia-13-201],[@b44-cia-13-201] We should, however, assume that the response rate would be higher in
the situation where we would use the same method in a clinical trial because patients had more time to study the study

protocol and be interested in participating. The answer rate in our survey was
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