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Billy Gibbons Born William Christopher
Gibbons (February 25, 1944, in Johnstown,
New York), Billy Gibbons is a guitarist,
singer, and songwriter best known for his
work as the guitarist and vocalist with the
rock band ZZ Top. Gibbons is the only
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guitarist to ever perform with all three
members of ZZ Top: bassist Dusty Hill and
drummer Frank Beard have worked
alongside him for more than forty years;
original singer and keyboard player Tommy
Wells left the band in 2007. Gibbons'
distinctive 'rimshot' left-handed guitar style
IS among the most recognisable in rock
music. Born to a working-class father in a
one-room schoolhouse, Gibbons' musical
career began in the early '60s, when he
was in a band with his brother Danny and
cousin Eugene, who later changed their
name to Rusty, moved to Dallas, Texas,
and were discovered by record producer
Leon Russell. Russell bought their first
single and they went on to record five
studio albums, two live albums, and a
handful of singles. Gibbons' first guitar
performance with ZZ Top was at the 1968
Monterey Pop Festival, and the band went
on to become one of the world's biggest
bands. He has played with ZZ Top over 600

3/10



times, and his songs have appeared in at
least 40 films. Gibbons also does live
shows featuring his virtuoso guitar
performances. He has recorded more than
30 albums and has won three Grammy
Awards, including the award for Best Rock
Instrumental Performance for "Jesus Just
Left Chicago." He is also a trained artist
and woodworker, and owns and operates
Billy Gibbons Woodworks
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