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invention relates to an occupant restraining system, and particularly to a vehicle occupant restraining system for side impact protection. In the field of occupant
restraining systems, side impact protection is becoming increasingly important. Side impact protection has been studied by a variety of researchers in the United

States, Japan, and Europe for many years, and several concepts have been proposed in both theoretical studies and experimental tests. The National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB) has published an accident analysis report that highlights the fact that many high-speed side-impact accidents involve a secondary victim. Various
new vehicle restraint systems have been developed to meet this challenge. For example, a side airbag is becoming standard equipment in many vehicles, and a side

curtain airbag has been adopted by some manufacturers. As a belt is the conventional most effective protection in a side impact collision, a side impact airbag system
has been considered to be a reliable technology for improving occupant protection in side-impact collisions. A side impact airbag generally is installed at a side of a
vehicle body, and has a function of protecting a passenger from a secondary occupant when the vehicle is involved in a side-impact collision. For example, Japanese

Patent Application Publication No. 3-123026 and Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 11-307054 disclose side impact airbag systems. FIG. 16 shows a
conventional side impact airbag system disclosed in Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 3-123026. In the drawing, 1 denotes a vehicle, and 2 denotes a side
airbag. The side airbag 2 deploys from a rear pillar of the vehicle 1 at approximately 80 km/h. A base of the side airbag 2 is attached to a vehicle body 3. A left front

part of the side airbag 2 is deployed towards a passenger 5 upon receiving a side impact load F. In a conventional side impact airbag system, the airbag deploys from
a passenger's side of the vehicle body, and the base of the airbag is attached to the vehicle body. As a result, the airbag initially pushes out the passenger, then

impacts the passenger, and finally impacts the body. This
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