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memory difficulties in a pediatric hospital population. We sought to assess the reliability of self-

reports of memory difficulties in a general pediatric outpatient clinic and to identify factors
related to memory self-reports in this population. We conducted a secondary analysis of a

prospective cohort of parents of children, aged 5 to 19 years, enrolled in outpatient clinics at
an academic children's hospital. Consecutive participants were interviewed using the West

Haven-Yale Multifactorial Memory Scale, a self-report measure of specific memory difficulties,
immediately after the clinic visit. Parents were asked to self-report memory difficulties if any

issues were brought up during the visit. Confirmatory factor analysis was used to assess
reliability of the self-report measure. Factors associated with memory reports were examined

using the Student's t-test, chi-square, and Mann-Whitney U-test. The questionnaire was
completed by 2,021 families. Factor analysis demonstrated that 3 factors (Vocabulary, Spatial

Memory, and General Memory) explained a majority of the variance in the measure. The Kappa
coefficient for the general memory factor was poor, with a range of from 0.01 to 0.17. The

general memory factor did not differ by age, sex, or ethnicity. Factors associated with reporting
difficulties on the measure included a reduced focus on cognition (measured by educational

achievement), poor school performance, and alcohol consumption. Child's age and
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