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cover, copyright 2016 Courtesy of the publisher, photograph of the
book’s cover, copyright 2016 Courtesy of the publisher, photograph of
the book’s cover, copyright 2016 When | was a child growing up in the
1980s, many conversations in our home turned to the legend of
Underground Railroad. It's the story of Harriet Tubman, a free black
woman who risked her life to move slaves from the South to the North.
Her exploits shocked northerners, causing the phrase “the North Star
was my guide” to be applied to the illuminator of safe passage for
escaped slaves. So did the legend of Harriet’'s mother, Mary Tubman,
who died in 1825 and was interred in a secret family crypt at Green-
Mullins Cemetery, in Baltimore, Maryland. Sue Rosen-Brown’s A Spark of
Liberty gives a new perspective to the Underground Railroad. The book
tells the story of Mary and Harriet Tubman’s mother, Rachel, who was an
African slave. The author-illustrator has drawn extensively on Rachel’s
own memoirs and letters to paint a vivid picture of a free black woman
who rises to the challenge of a hard life. While many of the leading lights
of the Underground Railroad are white, Rosen-Brown has captured the
complexity of the experience of African Americans in the pre-Civil War
era by providing a portrait of her mother’s family. This personal
approach has made A Spark of Liberty a worthwhile read for all families.
Sue Rosen-Brown was born and raised in Baltimore and is the illustrator
of books for children and adults. She has also worked as a novelist and
travel writer, and was the founding editor of the American Guide Series.
She has won many awards, including the Blue Ribbon Award from the
AALA for her contributions to children’s literature. She lives in
Washington, D.C. Visit her website at suerosenbrown.com.Surveillance
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