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You mentioned in a comment above that you couldn't
tell what material the crack was in. I know from
experience that it is very important to have a sense of
what the material in the crack is. Modern concrete is
usually poured over top of old, old or inappropriate
subfloor or sills. For that reason, on a recent job
where I was installing a new concrete slab, I slipped in
the "new" floor, sliced my finger open and learned
that there was old reclaimed/recycled (I think they
were called forest green?) subflooring in the crack. It's
not uncommon to see old cement, clay brick or old
wood in cracks or sills of slabs. The amount of
material is important. It might be just enough to see
in a photo and to be able to say, from experience,
that it is old material and that repair could be needed.
If you don't know the amount of old material, you
might start by considering the extent of the crack and
how that would affect your initial plan. As you look
through more photos, you might get a sense of what
the amount of material is. Ive got a patio project that
I'm doing the next few weeks and am a bit stumped at
the crack situation. I have a patio with one of those
concrete floors you mentioned. I was going to simply
lay new concrete, but I had a strong suspicion there
was a problem. Anyhow, a friend of mine suggested I
have them do some other stuff to me, like stain the
floor black. He said it'll make me feel better about the
patio "fixing". Id like to walk on that patio myself and
was going to ask the contractor what theyre doing
about the crack. But I don't want to give up any tricks,
so I'm asking the hell out of them. They tell me its the
concrete. Its not bad (sorry I know I said that already)
but they did forget to put a barrier underneath the
floor. Its like they threw some mortar in the middle of
my patio floor and just let the concrete dry. As you
can guess, its pretty bad and they're getting me a
new floor. Id rather use the patio floor than get tile,
especially since my new carpet can't handle concrete
nearly as easily.
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